                                                                    CITY OF SALEM 
BOARD OF HEALTH
MEETING MINUTES

April 15, 2014
DRAFT
	MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Barbara Poremba, Chair, Martin Fair, Dr. Shama Alam & Gayle Sullivan 
OTHERS PRESENT: Larry Ramdin Health Agent, Council Liaison Beth Gerard & Suzanne Doty, Public Health Nurse
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Dr. Danielle Ledoux


	
	

	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION/ACTION

	
	

	1. Call to Order

2. Minutes of Last Meeting

          (March 11, 2014)

	7:10pm
G Sullivan motioned to approved minutes with corrections. 
2nd Dr. Alam. Approved unanimously 

	3. Chairperson Announcements
	Dr. Poremba would like the following information added to the website:  EPA Radon information & the Board of Health standard list of conditions for developments.

	
	

	     4. Monthly Reports-Updates



	A. Health Agent Report
A. Public Health Nurse’s Report
B. Administrative Report

C. City Council Liaison Updates
5. New Business
A. Short and long term goals

	*Due to the increased use of opiates, Governor Patrick has declared a public health emergency in the Commonwealth. The office will post educational information on opiate overdose recognition and prevention.
*There will be a splash pad built at Mary Jane Lee Park on Prince St. Splash pads do not fall under the Public Health Codes. The Park and Recreation Department will consult with L. Ramdin about the care and maintenance of the splash pad prior to installation and use.
*Dr. Poremba would like to look into having an emergency dispensing site drill this year. L Ramdin will be having a table top drill with all Salem participants. Another suggestion was to do a site set up drill with MRC volunteers. This year we are using Real Opt computer program that estimates the amount of volunteers and people needed in an emergency for the DPH drill requirements.
*The budget report for FY 2015 was submitted to the Mayor with another clerk added to the budget. The Mayor still has to approve this request before it goes to City Council.
Approved unanimously – Copy available in BOH office
Approved unanimously – Copy available in BOH office

*Councilor Garrard informed the Board of trash on Balcomb St & 8 Bayview Circle. L Ramdin replied that the department is already attending to these complaints.
*Councilor Gerrard spoke with Councilor Todd Siegel, Chair of the Public Health, Safety and Environment committee, about the request to reduce the size of the Board. No date has been set for a hearing on the Board’s request.
*Dr. Poremba indicated that there is a need for a description of differences between the Board of Health and the Board of Health Department - L Ramdin has an organizational chart that the Board had previously accepted that will explain this. The board requests that the work department be referred to as the Health Department in order to avoid confusion between it and the supervisory Board of Health.
Substance abuse -

The office, as part of the MAOPC Grant, will provide information on our website about opiate dependency. The information will be available in the office and offered to businesses for display in their establishments.
Smoking Free Housing- 

The Salem Housing Authority’s smoke free housing is in process will take about 1.5 years to complete.
21+ initiative -
L. Ramdin notified the Board that Peabody and Beverly are not interested in hearing about the 21+ initiative. Some believe that this should be done statewide. L. Ramdin will invite The Boards of Health from the North Shore to come to next month's meeting to hear about this issue. The Board also discussed smoke free zones such as beaches & parks & requiring smokers to have individual ashtrays to reduce littering. 


	
	

	6. Misc.
	Meetings are being held to discuss urban farming. Draft guidelines and regulations on keeping of animals will be developed for the Board to consider. 

	
	

	  7.  MEETING ADJOURNED:
Respectfully submitted,

Heather Lyons-Paul
Clerk of the Board
	8:45pm


	Next regularly scheduled meeting is May 13, 2014 at 7pm

At City Hall Annex, 120 Washington Street, Room 311 Salem.

	


